being? Do you think that there would be a period of interregnum
between the endorsement of the resolution by the A. I. C. C. and the
starting of the mass struggle?
"A. If independence is ushered in with perfect British good will,
then I expect an almost simultaneous establishment of a provisional
government which being just now based, as it must be of necessity,
on non-violence, will, to command universal confidence, represent the
free and voluntary association of all parties.
"Q. Do you contemplate any negotiation between the Congress
iihd the British Government before launching a mass struggle?
"A. I have definitely contemplated an interval between the
passing of the Congress resolution and the starting of the struggle,
I do not know that what I contemplate doing according to my wont
can be in any way described as being in the nature of negotiation,
but a letter will certainly go to the Viceroy, not as an ultimatum but
as an earnest pleading for avoidance of a conflict. If there is a
favourable response, then my letter can be the basis for negotiation.
"Q. What is the maximum time you are prepared to wait to see
if there is any response from the British Government and the United
Nations to the 'last minute appear of the A. I. C. C.?
"A. The object with which the demand for immediate with-
drawal is made does not allow of a long interval for the simple reason
that the war will not be suspended while, in expectation of some thing
turning up, the interval is contemplated. The Working Committee
itself, which is sincerely eager to mobilize the whole of free Indian
opinion in favour of the war effort, is impatient to do so, and in view
of the terrible suspense created throughout India it is altogether
wrong both for the Congress and British Power to prolong the sus-
pense for a day longer than is warranted by force of circumstances
beyond control."
*                  *                   *
The Statesman, 9-8-1942
"MR. GANDHI'S REPLY TO "NEWS CHRONICLE"
Bombay, August 8
"Replying to the News Chronicle editorial Mr. Gandhi in an inter-
view today said:
'If the resolution goes through this evening, I shall be the chief
actor in the tragedy; it is therefore dreadful if any responsible English-
man considers me to be guilty of hatred of the British and an admitted
partiality for appeasement. In recent times I have not heard any other
Englishman accusing me of the hatred of the British. Anyway, I
emphatically plead not guilty. My love of the British is equal to
that of my own people. I claim no merit for it, for I have equal love
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